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The Suez crisis has, I think, shown us how badly 
we have been served with intelligence about Mgypt. It may 
now be possible to get some information through friendly 
bassies in Cairo, and perhaps you would pose any questions 


which you think we should ask. We know a good deal ab 
Egyptian intrigues in your territories, and the only 
question which occurs to me which we might ask is lation 
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component, even though it remained in Cyprus, because it could 
Gerive its: tacyurcal intelligence from photographic reconnaissance 
and from actual operations by the Egyptian Air Foree (which 
as it happened never amounted to anything). 


6% Once it became clear that operations were impending the 
preparation of the daily Isum was Star rteGe ENG PaCt.: GAau 
(as had not been foreseen) Israel had star 

did not materially effect the issue, for the Sub-Committee 
automatically added an evaluation of ad available inte lilicence 
on Jerael to their Jsunm. TO. Sift. and evaluate what Inteliigcence 
we had on Egypt and Isypacl occupied the Sub-Committee for three 


ted war against EHeypt 


or four hours every day and the fact that their document was not 
& particularly long one, dvés not indicate that they were not 
doing their. job. Inter alia, they made it their task, to 
eliminate all material already sent forward on a single service 
basis which was not of joint service interest. This saved time 
for recipients as well as reducing the signalling burden. 

It must be remembered that the task.set them was to produce 


Evaluated intelligence and not a summary of all reports receivede 


fe THE NEXt element in the picture was the flow of copious but 
unconfirmed reports, beginning about November 5, of the imminence 
of massive Soviet tewen ne in the Middle no These resulted 
in the preparation of a new deily report by J.1-CG. (London), 
beginning on se rar This report set pene at £irst to 
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intelligence questions similar +o those dealt with in part two of 
o.0.Ce(M. BR.) "6 bi eee review. This daily report was addressed 
to J.1.C.(M.E.) and to the Allied C-in-C to whom the information 
which it contained was of importance The fact that Ne 
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10. To bégin with, Musketeer, though an Alliea venture, was a 
local or limited war which one might have expected to be planned 
and conducted by the local Commanders in Chief. However, the 
political decision was taken in London not to entrust the B.D.C.C.(M.E) 
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Copy to: Mr. F.C. Williams, Ministry of Defence 
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POST MUSKETEER INTELLIGENCE 


At their meeting” on Friday, /th December, 1956, the 
Chiefs of Staff invited the Joint Intelligence Committee to 
investigate the possibility of obtaining intelligence on those 
countries from which our Service Attaches have been withdrawn, 
from the Attaches of friendly nations. 

ZN The Directors of Intelligence discussed this matter at 
their meeting? on Monday, 10th December, 1956. 


‘Oe teps have already been take 
ioee” countries from which H.M. 
(Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia) 
adjacent friendly countries and eher 
countries in London. The) vies 
has, however, ae aes small. Efforts tO 5b 
by this means will continue. 


intelligence on 
is Withdrewn 


ough 


“i. In addition, the Foreign Office hei asked certain of 
H.M. Missions in friendly foreign countries, which might We 
expected to po&sSséess some sperlneg (rgb on Syria, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, to obtain what information they can for our use 
in London, A fair amount of intelligence has been obtained 
by this means and will continue to bé sought. 
De The Directors of Intelligence are alive to the gaps in 
our intelligence coverage caused by the withdrawal of certain 
of H.M. Missions and are taking all opportunities offered to 
them to make good the loss. 
(Signed) J. G. ATKINSON, 
Secretary, 
Joint Intelligence Committees 

42th December, 1956 
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4. POST MUSKETEER INTELLIGENCE 

The attention of the Committee was drawn to an crtebnet 
from the minutes of the Chiefs of Staff meeting held on 
Friday, 7th December, 19564, 


MAJOR GENERAL PRICE said that he had already tried to 
make good the loss caused by the withdrawal of the Military 
Attaches in certain Middle East countries by getting 
information from the attaches of friendly countries, 

These sources had not, however, proved fruitful. 


MR. DEAN said that the Foreign Office had instructed 
certain of their posts abroad to try to obtain information 
from friendly missions who had representatives in Syria and 
Hgypt. 

THE COMMITTEE, after further discussion: - 


(1) Took note that the Foreign Office had 
already asked certain of their posts in 
friendly countries to obtain information 
on countries frou which our miSsions had 
been withdrewn. 


(2) Invited the Service Directors of Intelligence 
to explore the possibilities of getting 
intelligence on Syria and Egypt from their 
attaches in adjacent countries, 


(3) Instructed the Secretary to inform the 
secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee of 
the action taken. 


t\/ \¥C.0.8.(56)1318t Meeting, Minute 6 (Confidential Annex) 
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SITUATION ARISING OUT OF MUSKETEER, 


6. 


A situation, such as arose over MUSKETEER when two NATO powers 
were conducting operations independently of and against the inclinations 


of the other members of NATO, was never envisaged in formulating the 
intelligence reporting procedure. 


These differences of opinion have 
caused unprecedented political difficulties in impeding the flow of 
intelligence to 5.H.A.P.E. 


These political problems also tended to 
obscure the fact that a direct Soviet threat to NATO was developing out 
of events in the Middle East. 
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Copy to:- lir. C.¥. Carstairs, Colonial office. 
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(Previous reference:d Meeting, liinute 6)(\) 


You may recall that, at the above quoted meeting of 
the Committee, Departments were invited to pass to the 
Noreign Office specific questions on Egypt on which they 
recuired information. 


\ ae t am therefore passing to you the following points, 
| extracted from a Colonial Office letter’, on which they 
| ave anxious to obtain an answer. 


(a) the extent to which the Egyptians are 
seducing British Somalis from Somaliland 
and Arabs from Aden and the Aden Protectorate 
b means of scholarships, employment, ete.; 


(ob) the treatment accorded to British colonial 
jubJjects and British protected persons, 
erticularly students, and whether they ere 
lable to ype disillusioned or converted 
50 “Mgyptian methods. 


(c}) the activities of the Malay Association in Cairo. 
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_. Secretary 
Joint Intelligence Comittee 
Mecember, 1956 
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Please refer to Minute 6 of JIC(56)113th Mtg (Deputy Directors) 
about the state of intelligence on Egypt. 


Points on which we should like information are?t- 


(a) the extent to which the Egyptians are seducing British 
Somalis from Somaliland and Arabs from Aden and the 
Aden Protectorate by means of scholarships, employment, etc; 


(>) the treatment accorded to British colonise] subjects and 
British protected persons, particularly students, and whether 
they are liable to return disillusioned or converted to 
Egyptian methods. 


(c) the activities of the Malay Association in Cairo. 
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6. SisaTE OF INTELLIGENCE ON EGYPT ee BG Ga 


MR. WATSON Said that he was very concerned at the lack 
of intelligence now beings received on the internal situation 
in Egypt. The Joint Intelligence Bureau Was continually 
be ing asked for their views on Egypt's economic position and 


the effects this might have on her government's policy, hut 
they had no up-to-date intelligence on which to base their , 
replie: AS it was, their answers could only be deductions 
based on their knowledge of the €conomic Situation before the 
présént crisis arose, 


THE CHAIRMAN Said that the Foreign Office had asked 
various friendly nations to let us have as much as possible 
of the information on this subject which they received from 
their diplometic MLSs sions in Cairo, If Départments had any 
Specific questions Which they thought these missions could 
answer, the Foreign Office would Willingly try and arrange 
to have this done 

THE COMMITTEE: - 

Tnvited any Departments having such 
questions to pass the to the Foreign 
Ore 2 Ce. 











